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THINGS
TO DO

By CLOE CABRERA
The Tampa Tribune

TAMPA — As a young girl, Xiomara Alfaro dreamed of be-
coming a nurse. She wanted to help heal people.

She never went into health care, but she does make peo-
ple feel better.

“I'm happy when I sing, and I make others happy,” said
Alfaro, 71, speaking in Spanish. “I'm a very spiritual per-
son. I try to transmit that to my audience when I sing. God
gave me a gift. And when God gives you moBmEEm. you
useit.”

The legendary coloratura soprano known as “El Ruise-
fior de America Latina (“Latin America’s Nightingale”)
headlines her first con-
cert here Sunday at the
Tampa Bay Performing

Arts Center.

Alfaro and her hus-
band, Panamanian pia- -
nist Rafael Benitez, will
perform music from

careers that span more

than 50 years.

- Born in Buena Vista,
Cuba, Alfaro wanted to
follow in the footsteps

: of her cousins — all of

them nurses. But she
had a voice. And she enjoyed showing it off at mmmsmm par-

ties around the neighborhood.

“I never imagined I would be the only one in my fam-
ily to become a singer,” says Alfaro (whose first name is
pronounced “See-oh-ma-ra”). “Ireally don't know where I
got my voice from. I guess you never really know what God

SOUNDS OF SECADA

~ Grammy winner Jon Secada joins The
Florida Orchestra for a night of hmnb_
jazz and pop music.

WHEN: 8 tonight

WHERE: Ford Amphitheatre, 4802 N.

U.S. 301, Tampa
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Education, Univer-
sity of South -
Florida,
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(813) 966-6661
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SHOW YOURSELF

Learn how to properly show your cre-
ative side at a how-to program on dis-
playing artwork. Emo enjoy a museum’
tour.

WHEN: 4 to 8 p.m. today

WHERE: Tampa Museum of Art, 600 N.
Ashley Drive, Tampa; (813) 274-8130

HOW MUCH: Free
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Singer Xiomara Alfaro has
recorded 28 albums, toured
more than 32 countries and
appeared in several movies.
She was a star in Havana

in the 1940s and '50s but
has visited only once since
Fidel Castro rose to power.
Above is a publicity poster
for one of her appearances
at the Tropicana nightclub.
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